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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. This report describes a Stage 1 Road Safety Audit carried out on behalf of Coillte CGA \ SSE Renewables 

Ltd on proposals to upgrade an existing priority controlled ‘T’ junction between the development 

access and the N22 national grade road.  

 

1.2. The audit was carried out between 24th – 27th January 2023. 

 
1.3. The audit team were as follows: 

Team Leader: Stuart Summerfield, HNC (Civil) FCIHT FSoRSA 

  Certificate of Competency in Road Safety Audits (SoRSA, 2015) 
  TII Auditor Ref. SS73290 
 
Team Member: PJ Gallagher, BEng M.Inst.A.E.A. MITAI 

  TII Auditor Ref. PG3425716 
 

1.4. The audit comprised an examination of the drawings relating to the scheme supplied by the design 

office.  A site visit was carried out by both Audit Team members together on 24th January 2023 

between the hours of 11:30-12:00.  Weather conditions during the inspection were fine and the road 

surface was dry.  Traffic conditions were considered busy with cars, light goods and HGVs.  

Photographs were taken during the inspection.   

 
1.5. This Stage 1 audit has been carried out in accordance with the relevant sections of the Transport 

Infrastructure Ireland (TII) Publication (Standard) GE-STY-01024 (Dec 2017) ‘Road Safety Audit’.  The 

audit team has examined only those issues within the design relating to the road safety implications 

of the scheme and has therefore not examined or verified the compliance of the design to any other 

criteria. 

 

1.6. Appendix A describes the documents examined by the Audit Team.   

Appendix B shows the location of the problems identified by the Audit Team. 

Appendix C contains a copy of the TII’s approval of the Audit Team. 

Appendix D contains the Audit Feed Back Form.  The Designer shall consider the Audit Report and 

prepare a Designer Response to each of the recommendations, using the Feedback Form. The 

response shall state clearly whether each recommendation is accepted, rejected, or whether an 

alternative recommendation is proposed. Copies of the Designer Response shall be sent to the 

Employer and the Audit Team.  The Audit Team shall then consider the Designer Response and 

indicate on the Feedback Form whether the Designer’s response to each recommendation is 

accepted.  The completed Report contains the completed Feedback Form with signatures of all three 

parties involved - Designer, Audit Team Leader and Employer. 

 

1.7. All of the problems described in this report are considered by the Audit Team to require action in 

order to improve the safety of the scheme and minimise collision occurrence. 
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2. ITEMS RESULTING FROM PREVIOUS STAGE 1 AUDIT 

No previous audit has been offered for reference.  
 
 
 

3. ITEMS RESULTING FROM THIS STAGE 1 AUDIT 

3.1 Collision Data 

 Collision data has not been supplied with this scheme. 

 

 Road Collision Data is not currently available on the Road Safety Authority Database, therefore no 

collision trends in the immediate vicinity of the proposed site can be analysed.  

 

 

3.2 General Problems / Problems at Multiple Locations 

3.2.1 National Road Climbing Lane 

Problem:  The proposals indicate barriers to be provided to close down the national road southbound 
offside lane, where the climbing lane exists.  This area of the national road is up a steep gradient.  
 

 
 
Hazard:  Faster moving traffic may attempt to overtake slower moving vehicles that are particularly 
slow due to the road gradient, and cut back in just prior to the temporary barriers. Collisions with the 
barriers or side swipe collisions with the slow moving vehicle may result.  
 
Recommendation:   

• Retain the dual lane set up for the full extent of the climbing lane.  

• Adjust the refuge island within the mouth of the development junction such that right turning into 
the junction is near impossible for long vehicles. 

• Ensure all drivers destined for the development are instructed to approach from the south only.  
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3.2.2 National Road Signage 

Problem:  Users may attempt to turn right into the development from the national road. These users 
are likely to wait in the N22 offside lane for gaps in opposing traffic.  
 
Hazard:  The stationary vehicle may be subject to rear end shunts from though traffic.  
 
Recommendation:  Provide suitable signage prohibiting right turning into the development junction. 
Additionally, provide signage guiding development traffic to a suitable turning location further to the 
east.  
 
 
 

3.3 Problems at Specific Locations 

3.3.1 Development Junction – Gradient  

Problem:  The development junction is to a steep downhill gradient.  Users exiting the development 
may proceed towards the National Road at excessive speed and fail to stop for the junction.  
 

 
 
Hazard:  Overshoot incidents may result.  
 
Recommendation:  Provide suitable warning signage for drivers exiting the development together 
with advanced stop signage and also ensure suitable surface friction is provided and maintained on 
approach to the junction.  
 
 

3.3.2 Development Junction - Surfacing 

Problem:  The development junction is made from unbound granular material. There is risk that 
stones may be dragged into the National Road.  
 
Hazard:  Loose material in the road may be thrown up into the windscreen of other vehicles, or strike 
cyclists.  
 
Recommendation:  Provide a bound surface to the access road.  
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3.3.3 Vehicle Swept Paths  

Problem:  It is not clear from the drawings if delivery vehicles have sufficient space to enter the 
development left from the National Road.  
 

  
Hazard:  Users may slow/stop with the tail of the vehicle protruding into the National Road.  Rear end 
shunts may result.  
 
Recommendation:  Undertake swept path analysis and adjust the paved area accordingly.  
 
 

3.3.4 Turning Area  

Problem:  The audit team have been advised that vehicles departing the development will turn left 
from the development junction and undertake a turn at a location further to the north.  The formation 
of the inbound junction for turning may appear as a continuation of the National Road during hours 
of darkness.  
 

  
 
Hazard:  Northbound National Road drivers may errantly divert from the mainline to enter this new 
junction. Impact with southbound National Road traffic may result.  
 
Recommendation:  Ensure this junction does not appear as a continuation of the National Road under 
any lighting conditions.   
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4. AUDIT TEAM STATEMENT 

 We certify that we have examined the drawings and other information listed in Appendix A.  This 

examination has been carried out with the sole purpose of identifying any features of the design that 

could be removed or modified to improve the safety of the scheme.  The problems that we have 

identified have been noted in the report, together with suggestions for improvement which we 

recommend should be studied for implementation.  No one in the Audit Team has been involved with 

the scheme design as shown in Appendix A. 

 
 
 
 Signed  ..............................................................  
  Stuart Summerfield 
 Audit Team Leader 
 
 Date  .................................................  
 
 
 

 
 Signed  ..............................................................  
  PJ Gallagher 
  Audit Team Member 
 
 Date  .................................................  
 

  

27th January 2023 

27th January 2023 
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Appendix A List of Documents Examined 
 
 

DOCUMENT REF / NAME: RECEIVED FROM: DATE: 

6226-JOD-XX-DR-C-253 P01.1 Site Entrance Option 3 Jennings O’Donovan 11.01.2023 

6225-PL-256 N22 Turning Area Sheet 6 of 6 Jennings O’Donovan 11.01.2023 
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Appendix B Problem Location Plan 
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Appendix C TII Approval of RSA Team 
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Appendix D RSA Feedback Form 
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